8. DRIVE EARTH SMART
Fuel Efficient Driving

WHY ACT?

Did you know that you can save 10-30% of your fuel costs and the CO: that
represents by driving smart? This action will not only save you money and the
planet COz; it will also make you a safer driver. Here’s how to drive smart.

CO2 REDUCTION ACTION

O Before you even pull out of the driveway:

- If your household has more than one vehicle, drive the more fuel-
efficient model when you have a choice.

- Plan your route, including commutes to work. The best route may not
be the shortest, but the one that prevents idling in traffic. In city
driving, up to one-third of your fuel can be wasted through idling,

- Rid your car of any unnecessary weight. You lose 1% fuel efficiency
for every extra 100 pounds.

O When driving on the highway:

- Maintain a steady speed, using your cruise control device if you have
one. For most vehicles, 55 is the most fuel efficient highway speed
and will save you up to 20-30% in fuel costs compared to driving at
75 mph. It’s also safer.

O When driving on secondary roads:
- Anticipate stops and slowdowns, decelerating steadily to save gas.
- When appropriate, drive between 45 and 55 mph, the most fuel
efficient range.
- Turn your engine off when you stop for a minute or two, such as at
railroad crossings. It's a myth that it's more fuel-efficient to leave your
engine running for a few minutes than to turn it off and restart it.

TIME AND MATERIALS

O No time at all and a light foot on the pedal.

GOAL

Develop Earth-Smart driving practices.
CO2 CREDIT
Note: Check the box as you take the action.

U For implementing these fuel efficient driving practices, credit your
household for saving 55 gallons of gasoline per year, which represents 1,200
pounds of annual CO: reduction per auto.
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